SYLLABUS and EXPECTATIONS
North Gwinnett Middle School—7th Grade Life Science

Teacher: Karen Troncalli Wise
E-mail Address: Karen_Wise@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Class Website: www.wisescience.org/lifescience.htm  
Text: Life Science (Holt Science and Technology GA edition) text website and additional resources:  my.hrw.com (login/password:  wisescience)
Needed materials: pencils, pens, paper, hi-liter, dry erase marker, glue sticks, colored pencils, 1 three ring binder (11/2 inch) with five dividers and one composition book for note-taking
Class Description:  Students will become familiar with concepts including ecology, biology, cells, genetics, classification of organisms, the six kingdoms, and various theories studied in life science. 

Evaluation:

Summative Assessments…………....................40%

Formative Assessments…………......................20%

Class work/Labs………………………………………….….35%

Homework………………………………………....5%
Midterm Report:   Midterm progress reports should be
signed and turned in no later than Friday of the week it                 Need Extra Help?: 
is received.  Those turned in later than this deadline will be subject to consequences.
Late Work Policy:  Homework is often graded in class on the day it is due and therefore cannot be turned in for a late grade.  Students who were absent will either receive one additional day per absence or be given an alternate assignment.  Projects and performance assessments will be taken late with a one letter grade penalty for each day it is late after the second day. 
Classroom Rules and Expectations:

· Follow all school rules and safety rules.

· Treat others with RESPECT.

· Keep hands, feet and objects to self

· Be on time and prepared for class

· Raise your hand and wait to be recognized before speaking. 
I will be available Wednesday mornings for review and   tutoring from 8:30 to 9:00.   Students MUST have a signed agenda in order to come to the room early either by the teacher or the parent, for the hall monitors to allow the students to come to the classroom.  Parents please e-mail me if you are dropping off a student and I did not sign the agenda. 
Suggestions for you to do well in this class:

· Keep your notebook organized 

· Turn assignments in on time, every time.

· Keep all returned assignments.

· STUDY!   EVERY NIGHT 
· Come to test review sessions.

· Be aware of test dates and due dates.

· Come to class prepared with all materials.

· Ask questions if you are unsure of ANYTHING.

· Listen and pay attention at all times.

· Come to tutoring in the mornings 

· Use my.hrw.com
Technology:

We will use a wide variety of technology-based tools to complement the many learning and instructional resources made available to all NGMS teachers.  These tools include hands-on and projected microscopy, Mimio Boards, several interactive websites available on the internet, supplemental computer software programs, paperless assessment equipment and programs as well as a student computer station in each academic classroom.  
Schedule of Topics for 1st Nine Weeks:  The Scientific Method, Ecology





Chapters 1, 18-21
We will be working very fast to learn all of the required content before the end of each semester.  It is very important that you study your vocabulary and notes every night, so you do not have to try and learn it all the night before the tests.  The students are required to read the corresponding text pages for each lesson.  This is posted on the class website at www.wisescience.org/lifescience.htm.
	Science Process (on-going)
Science Lab Safety/Lab Equipment
The Scientific Method

Measurement and Data Collection

Data analysis

Observations (Quantitative & Qualitative)

Inferences

Variables (Manipulated, Controlled & Responding)

Hypothesis

Ecology Topic Outline

AKS 10 - food and energy requirements

     Autotrophs vs Heterotrophs
AKS 11 - interdependence of organisms and environments
Sunlight as energy

Food Chain 


Passing Nutrients


Passing Energy


Different roles

Food Webs
Decomposers/Recycling of nutrients

Roles: Producers, consumers, decomposers

herbivores, carnivores, omnivores

Carbon-Oxygen Cycle (Ch. 19)
Nitrogen Cycle (Ch. 19)
Relationships: predation, symbiosis, competition

AKS 12 - Describe Earth’s Biomes (Ch. 20)
Land Biomes:

Tropical Rain Forest, Savanna, Temperate Forest, Desert, Taiga, Tundra and Mountain

Aquatic Biomes:

Freshwater, Estuaries, Marine

AKS 13 - Environmental Changes (Ch. 21)
Causes of extinction

Endangered species

Adaptations  for survival
Analyze human impact
	Vocabulary 

science process                        scientific inquiry

scientific method                       qualitative observations

quantitative observation            inference

conclusion                                 hypothesis

procedure                                  results

manipulated variable                 controlled variable

responding variable                   theory
Ecology Vocabulary
abiotic                                        biosphere

biotic                                          autotroph                                   biome                                         heterotroph                                camouflage                                commensalism                           community                                 competition                                ecosystem                                 endangered species
energy pyramid                         extinction

food chain                                 food web

habitat                                       herbivore

carnivore                                   omnivore

organism                                   mimicry                                     mutualism                                  niche
parasitism                                  population
predation                                   producer

consumer                                  decomposer
species                                      symbiosis                         
climate                                       tundra                                        permafrost                                 savanna

taiga                                           evergreen                                   temperate                                  deciduous

adaptation                                  marine                                        estuary                                       freshwater 

plankton                                     biomass


	Grading Scale  


Academics	Effort/Conduct


A= (90-100)	E = Excellent


B = (80-89)	S = Satisfactory


C = (74-79)	N = Needs Improvement


D = (70-73)	U = Unsatisfactory


U = (0-69)











