Chapter 18- Ecology (Living Things and the Environment) 

_______________ = all the living and nonliving things that interact in a particular area. 




Examples:  prairie, forests, streams, oceans

____________factors= the living parts of an ecosystem





(bio means life)




Examples:  plants, animals, insects, bacteria

____________factors = the nonliving parts of an ecosystem. 

(prefix a means not)

Examples:  water, sunlight, oxygen, temperature, soil

Water – required by all living thing
Sunlight - necessary for photosynthesis



-almost all energy on earth originally came from sunlight (example:  fossil fuels)

Species = group of organisms that are physically similar and can reproduce with one another to produce fertile offspring.  

________________ = a living thing

________________ = all the members of one species in a particular area. 




-made up of individual organisms

________________ = all the different populations that live together in an area.  

________________ = study of how living things interact with one another and with their environment.

Population Density = the number of individuals in a specific area.  




- a way to state the size of a population


Formula:  Population Density = # of individuals

                                                         Unit area

_____________ factor = an environmental factor that prevents a population from increasing. 

-Any biotic or abiotic factor that can affect population size

Examples:  amount of food available, amount of space available, weather events 

Types of Interactions: 

________________ = the struggle between organism for the limited resources (food, water, shelter) in a habitat. 

Predation = the interaction in which one organism hunts and kills another for food.

_____________ = a carnivore that hunts and kills other animals for food and has adaptations that help it capture the animals it preys upon. 

Predator adaptations: 

claws, sharp teeth, stingers, cheetah runs very fast, jellyfish’s poisonous tentacles,  owl’s big eyes
____________ = an animal that a predator feeds upon. 

Prey adaptations:  Defense strategies


_______________ = a protective coloration to blend in with a natural background

Protective coverings = shells, spines etc.


Warning coloration = bright colorations to indicate an animal is poisonous


_________________ = when one species takes on the appearance of another more 

dangerous species.

Chemical defenses = poison, foul taste or Odor

_______________ = a close relationship between two species that benefits at least one of the species.

Types of Symbiosis:

_________________ = a symbiotic relationship in which both species benefit.





Example:  e-coli in our intestines
_________________ = a symbiotic relationship in which one species benefits and the other species is neither helped nor harmed (not very common in nature)





Example:  red-tailed hawk & cactus
_____________  =  a symbiotic relationship in which one organism is living on or inside of another organism and harming it. 

________________ = the organism that benefits when it lives on or in a host.

-does not kill the host

Examples:  fleas, ticks, leeches, tapeworms

Host = the organism that provides a suitable environment for and is harmed by a parasite.

