ECOLOGY TERMS
	producer
	organism that makes it own food

	consumer
	organism that obtains energy by feeding on others

	decomposer
	breaks down dead organisms and returns nutrients back to the soil

	herbivore
	animal that eats only plants

	carnivore
	animal that eats only other animals

	omnivore
	animal that eats both plants and animals

	food web
	overlapping food chains in an ecosystem

	food chain
	series of events in which one organism eats another

	symbiosis
	relationship between two organisms in which at least one of the organisms benefit

	commensalism
	relationship between two organisms in which one species benefits and the other is not helped or harmed

	mutualism
	type of symbiosis in which both partners benefit from living together

	parasitism
	relationship between which one organism live on or inside another and harms it

	ecosystem
	all living and non living things that interact in an area

	community
	all the different populations that live together in an area

	population
	all the members of one species in a particular area

	habitat
	place where an organism lives and that provides the things organism needs

	niche
	organism’s particular role in an ecosystem or how it makes its living

	competition
	struggle between organisms for the limited resources in a habitat

	prey
	animal that a predator feeds on

	predator
	carnivore that hunts and kills other animals for food

	parasite
	that lives on or in a host and causes harm to the host

	host
	organism that provides a source of energy or a suitable environment for a virus or another organism to live

	extinction
	disappearance of all members of a species from earth

	limiting factor
	environmental factor that prevents a population from increasing

	death rate
	number of deaths in a certain amount of time

	natural selection
	process by which individuals that are better adapted to their 

environment are more likely to survive and reproduce


CYCLES IN NATURE

Diurnal = active in daytime

Nocturnal = active at night
Rise and fall of the tides:  High tide and low tide occurs twice a day or every 12.5 hours.  

Tidal rhythm = 2 week cycle during which the high tides gradually become higher, peak, and then decrease.

Migration – organisms travel from place where they are breed to the place where they are feed.

Hibernation – winter resting place. Animals sleep through the bad conditions and don’t require food or water during this time.

Estivation – summer resting place.  Animals survive for years under in the mud when lakes dry up.

